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with disabilities and organizations rep-
resenting individuals with disabilities, 
to participate in the development of 
the transition plan by submitting com-
ments (both oral and written). A copy 
of the transition plan shall be made 
available for public inspection. The 
plan shall, at a minimum— 

(i) Identify physical obstacles in the 
Agency’s facilities that limit the ac-
cessibility of its programs or activities 
to individuals with disabilities; 

(ii) Describe in detail the methods 
that will be used to make the facilities 
accessible; 

(iii) Specify the schedule for taking 
the steps necessary to achieve compli-
ance with this paragraph and, if the 
time period of the transition plan is 
longer than 1 year, identify steps that 
will be taken during each year of the 
transition period; and 

(iv) Indicate the official response for 
implementation of the plan. 

(6) The Agency shall provide signs at 
a primary entrance to each of its inac-
cessible facilities, directing users to a 
location at which they can obtain in-
formation about accessible facilities. 
The international symbol for accessi-
bility shall be used at each primary en-
trance of an accessible facility. 

(c) New purchases, leases, or other ar-
rangements. (1) Any building or facility 
acquired after March 28, 1990, whether 
by purchase, lease (other than lease re-
newal), or any other arrangement, 
shall be readily accessible to and usa-
ble by individuals with disabilities. 

(2) Nothing in this paragraph re-
quires the Agency to take any action 
that it can demonstrate would result in 
a fundamental alteration in the nature 
of a program or activity or in undue fi-
nancial and administrative burdens. In 
those circumstances where Agency per-
sonnel believe that the proposed action 
would fundamentally alter the program 
or activity or would result in undue fi-
nancial and administrative burdens, 
the Agency has the burden of proving 
that compliance with this paragraph 
would result in such alteration or bur-
dens. The decision that compliance 
would result in such alteration or bur-
dens must be made by the Staff Direc-
tor or his or her designee after consid-
ering all Agency resources available 
for use in the funding and operation of 

the conducted program or activity, and 
must be accompanied by a written 
statement of the reasons for reaching 
that conclusion. If an action would re-
sult in such an alteration or such bur-
dens, the Agency shall take any other 
action that would not result in such an 
alteration or such burdens but would 
nevertheless ensure that individuals 
with disabilities receive the benefits 
and services of the program or activity. 

(d) New construction and alterations. 
Each building or part of a building that 
is constructed or altered by, on behalf 
of, or for the use of the Agency shall be 
designed, constructed, or altered so as 
to be readily accessible to and usable 
by individuals with disabilities in ac-
cordance with the requirements im-
posed by the Architectural Barriers 
Act of 1968, 42 U.S.C. 4151 through 4157. 

§ 707.9 Access to communications. 
(a) Discrimination prohibited. Except 

as otherwise provided in this section, 
no qualified individual with disabilities 
shall, because the Agency’s commu-
nications are inaccessible to or unus-
able by individuals with disabilities, be 
denied the benefits of, be excluded from 
participation in, or otherwise be sub-
jected to discrimination under any pro-
gram or activity conducted by the 
Agency. 

(b) The Agency shall take appro-
priate steps to ensure effective commu-
nication with applicants, participants, 
personnel of other Federal entities, and 
members of the public. 

(c) Specific requirements regarding 
oral communications—(1) Tele-
communications devices for deaf per-
sons. (i) The Agency headquarters and 
each regional office shall maintain and 
reliably answer at least one tele-
communications device for deaf per-
sons (TDD) or equally effective tele-
communications device. 

(ii) The Agency shall ensure that all 
Agency letterhead, forms, and other 
documents listing any Agency tele-
phone number list the appropriate TDD 
numbers. 

(2) Interpreter service. (i) The Agency 
shall establish a reliable system for the 
provision of qualified interpreters to 
individuals with disabilities for Agency 
programs or activities. This provision 
does not require the Agency to have an 
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interpreter on staff, but does require 
the Agency to be able to provide a 
qualified interpreter on reasonable no-
tice. 

(ii) Notice of the availability of in-
terpreter service shall be included in 
all announcements notifying the public 
of Agency activities to which the pub-
lic is invited or which it is permitted 
to attend, including but not limited to 
the Commission’s meetings, consulta-
tions, hearings, press conferences, and 
State Advisory Committee conferences 
and meetings. This notice shall des-
ignate the Agency official(s) and the 
address, telephone and TDD number to 
call to request interpreter services. 

(d) Specific requirements for printed 
communications. (1) The Agency shall 
establish a system to provide to indi-
viduals with disabilities appropriate 
reader or taping service for all Agency 
publications that are available to the 
public. This provision does not require 
the Agency to have a reader or taper 
on staff, but does require the Agency to 
be able to provide appropriate reader or 
taping service within a reasonable time 
and on reasonable notice. The Agency 
shall effectively notify qualified indi-
viduals with disabilities of the avail-
ability of reader or taping services. 

(2) Notice of the availability of read-
er or taping service shall be included in 
all publications that are available to 
the public. This notice shall designate 
the Agency official(s) and the address, 
telephone, and TDD number to call to 
request interpreter services. 

(e) Nothing in this section or § 707.10 
requires the Agency to take any action 
that it can demonstrate would result in 
a fundamental alteration in the nature 
of a program or activity or in undue fi-
nancial and administrative burdens. In 
those circumstances where Agency per-
sonnel believe that the proposed action 
would fundamentally alter the program 
or activity or would result in undue fi-
nancial and administrative burdens, 
the Agency has the burden of proving 
that compliance with this section or 
§ 707.10 would result in such alteration 
or burdens. The decision that compli-
ance would result in such alteration or 
burdens must be made by the Staff Di-
rector or his or her designee after con-
sidering all Agency resources available 
for use in the funding and operation of 

the conducted program or activity and 
must be accompanied by a written 
statement of the reasons for reaching 
that conclusion. If an action required 
to comply with this paragraph would 
result in such an alteration or such 
burdens, the Agency shall take any 
other action that would not result in 
such an alteration or such burdens but 
would nevertheless ensure that, to the 
maximum extent possible, individuals 
with disabilities receive the benefits 
and services of the program or activity. 

§ 707.10 Auxiliary aids. 

(a) The Agency shall furnish appro-
priate auxiliary aids where necessary 
to afford an individual with disabilities 
an equal opportunity to participate in, 
and enjoy the benefits of, a program or 
activity conducted by the Agency. 

(b) In determining what type of aux-
iliary aid is necessary, the Agency 
shall give primary consideration to the 
requests of the individual with disabil-
ities. 

(c) The Agency need not provide indi-
vidually prescribed devices, readers for 
personal use or study, or other devices 
of a personal nature. 

§ 707.11 Eliminating discriminatory 
qualifications and selection cri-
teria. 

The Agency shall not make use of 
any qualification standard, eligibility 
requirement, or selection criterion 
that excludes particular classes of indi-
viduals with disabilities from an Agen-
cy program or activity merely because 
the persons are disabled, without re-
gard to an individual’s actual ability to 
participate. An irrebuttable presump-
tion of inability to participate based 
upon a disability shall be permissible 
only if the condition would, in all in-
stances, prevent an individual from 
meeting the essential eligibility re-
quirements for participating in, or re-
ceiving the benefits of, the particular 
program or activity. 

§ 707.12 Compliance procedures. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, this section applies 
to all allegations of discrimination on 
the basis of disability in programs or 
activities conducted by the Agency. 
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